
increased erosion in some 
places.  

Home septic systems and 
animal waste contribute to 
elevated bacteria levels in the 
creekðlevels which exceed 
Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency limits. Fertilizer 
and pesticides also run into 
the creek from farm fields and 
lawns. In some cases, fertil-
izer runoff has depleted oxy-
gen in the stream and led to 
fish kills. Runoff from streets, 
parking lots and industrial 
sites adds automobile fluids 
and heavy metals to the creek 
as well.  

A task force has begun 
work developing a Water-
shed Action Plan for Black-
lick Creek to address these 
and other issues . This plan 
will provide direction for pro-

Blacklick Creek is 30 miles 
long and is fed by a 63 square 
mile watershed. It flows 
through 4 counties and 17 
jurisdictions. In recent years, it 
has been heavily impacted by 
construction and development 

in the watershed, which have 
increased the sediment load 
of the creeks in the watershed 
and contributed to heavier 
flow rates during rain storms. 
These heavier flow rates have 

tecting and improving the wa-
ters of Blacklick Creek.  

The planning effort is being 
led by David Rutter, the water-
shed coordinator for Big Wal-
nut Creek and its tributaries, 
who is employed by the Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Com-
mission.  

Representatives of cities, 
townships, agencies and 
creek protection groups in-
volved with the Blacklick 
Creek watershed have been 
meeting since last fall to help 
craft this Watershed Action 
Plan.  

For more information on the 
plan and the planning proc-
ess, contact David Rutter at 
614-233-4186 or  
drutter@morpc.org.  

Work on Watershed Action Plan Underway  

Friends of Blacklick Creek: A Decade of Service  
Kurt  Ke l jo  

March of 2008 marked the 
tenth anniversary of the for-
mation of the Friends of 
Blacklick Creek.  Growing out 
of the Greenways Initiative of 
the Mid-Ohio Regional Plan-
ning Commission, the group 
drew on the experience and 
expertise of members of the 
Rocky Fork Protection Task 
Force to get up and running 
quickly. 

The earliest days of FOBC 
were spent familiarizing our-

selves with the whole of the 
creek and providing educa-
tional opportunities for our-
selves and the communityð
such as invertebrate sampling 
and fish-shocking demonstra-
tions, which gave us a look at 
the life of the creek.  We also 
spent a good bit of time moni-
toring development projects 
on the creek.  At times we 
were able to work coopera-
tively with developers on such 
sites as the Abercrombie and 

Fitch headquarters near New 
Albany.  At other times, the 
relationship was more con-
frontational. 

The actions that brought us 
our greatest visibility were 
notices we filed under the 
Clean Water Act, indicating 
our intent to sue developers if 
they did not comply with creek 
protection laws.  These no-
tices had a significant impact 
(continued on p. 2) 

The Friends of 

Blacklick Creek 

is going to 

electronic com-

munication.  

Send e- mail to: 

friendsofblack-

lick@sbcglobal.

net  to get onto 

the groupõs  e-

mail list.  

Friends of Blacklick Creek 
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